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THE LIFE   OF

vood, eager for peril and combat, lost his life in the flower of his
youth, in the dishonorable cause of slavery.

Bands of insurgents, inflamed by victory, occupied the long
chains of mountains which run through the southern province
They formed communications, one with another, and at thcii
convenience and their pleasure rushed down into the plains in
torrents which carried away whatever was before them. Dcssa-
lines put himself at the head of that great movement. Two
powerful chiefs, Geffrard and Cange, passed from the North to
the South. They joined Ferrou, and in unison hastened across
the mountains to ravage the fertile lands of Cavaillon, of .Saint
Louis, and of Cayes. Then they carried devastation over those
of Jeremie.

These events threw consternation into the soul of Bocham-
beau. The insurrection threatened to pluck out of his hands
the southern provinces. He had at first sent six hundred men
toLaplume for the defence of Cayes; but that weak supply
proving insufficient, he immediately directed toward Jeremie
vessels which were bringing from France a reinforcement of
two thousand men. One moiety of these men .reached Jeremie
and without delay prepared to set out for their destination.
But from the peaks of his rocks Ferrou saw them, watched
them, and prepared to cut them to pieces. Scarcely were the
French ten miles from Jeremie, when they fell into an .ambus-
cade. After a sanguinary conflict, they were routed. A fright-
ful slaughter ensued. The few that escaped hurried back to
Jeremie, where they spread the utmost alarm.

The other moiety, who landed at Tiburon, were also taken in
an ambuscade and cut to pieces near Coteaux. Tho few who
escaped took refuge in Cayes, into which six hundred other
soldiers had thrown themselves, who were to have formed a
junction with the two defeated divisions.

Wherever the insurrection reigned, scaffolds were erected. '
The cities of Cayes and Je're'mie were afflicted with numerous
executions, which drew more closely the bonds between the
blacks and the colored population, and more and more secured
success to the cause of freedom.ispersing abroad,
